
Adapting to Climate Change
Resources Agency Plans



Key Points

1. Defining the issue
• Mitigation = Reducing GHG emissions 
• Adaptation = Preparing for global warming 

impacts

2. What is a Climate Adaptation Strategy (CAS)?

3. Why do we need a CAS?

4. What can you do to develop the CAS?
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Snowpack will decrease, and we will have 
earlier snow runoff





Sea levels will continue to rise



SF Airport





What is a CAS?

1. No roadmap – has never been done

2. Goals
• Better climate vulnerability & risk info
• Better policy guidance and direction
• More coordinated action and prioritization

3. Bottom up effort – dependent on your help



What is a CAS?

1. Known efforts
1. DWR – State Water Plan update
2. CALFIRE – Forest & Rangeland Assessment 

Update
3. DFG – California Wildlife Action Plan ?
4. Parks –
5. Coastal Commission/OPC/Resources/Coastal 

Conservancy/BCDC
6. CEC – Impact Update





Why do we need a CAS?
1. Adaptation is a necessity, not a choice

2. Coordination will improve our   
• Planning
• Funding 
• Awareness

3. Lawsuits

4. Funding - $20-278 billion to 2050



What Next?
1. Identify your climate science and policy lead  

for June 19th meeting

2. Prepare to update your “general plan”

3. Review DWR Adaptation “White Paper” and 
do your own

4. Provide leadership


